
15th March 2013
Press Note: Activists write to Ministry of Environment on Luhri Project 

Change in size, not the solution

Himdhara, Environment Research and Action Collective along with the Satluj Bachao 
Jan Sangharsh Samiti have raised serious issues with the random change in the 
capacity of the 775 MW Luhri Hydro-electric Project. The Ministry of  Environment's 
Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) on River Valley Projects had directed the SJVN to 
maintain higher environment releases from Luhri Dam, as a result of which the 
project (HEP) has undergone a reduction in capacity from 775 MW to 600 MW. The 
project proponents have reduced the design discharge from 480 to 380 cumecs. 
This would mean a realignment of the tunnel. News reports also revealed that in a 
meeting with CEA on January 3, 2013 it was decided that the project will be 
redesigned with the option of single tunnel of 10.5 diameter in place of twin tunnels 
of 9 meter diameter. 

Activists, however, say that there is no reason to celebrate. "This is such a random and adhoc 
measure" said Nidhi Agarwal of Himdhara. In a letter written to Jayanthi Natrajan, the groups 
have stated "Any change in scope of the project calls for a fresh scoping clearance and 
Environment Impact Assessment as per the provisions of the EIA Notification 2006", she added

The letter also highlights that this reduction in size does not address the issue of the tunnel 
length and the absence of the free-flowing river for a stretch of 50 kms still remains. Further, the 
main contention of the local communities that the EIA report has no impact assessment of the 
tunnel and transmission line components of the project which will affect close to 78 villages, still 
stands.

Added Nek Ram Sharma of Satluj Bachao Jan Sangharsh Samiti, "If they are so concerned 
about environmental flows they need to look at the  cascade of 30 odd dams on the Satluj River 
basin. If the Himachal Government has asked ICFRE, Dehradun to conduct a cumulative impact 
study to evaluate the impacts of all these projects, why cannot the environment clearances be 
put on hold till then?"

He further added that by granting Stage 1 forest clearance to the project, the 
Ministry of Environment has diluted its stand on not to allow diversion of forests 
without consent of the Gram Sabha and settlement of local rights under the Forest 
Rights Act 2006. These issues are linked and need to be seen as a whole. A mere 
reduction in size of the project from 775 to 600 MW will not address the deeper 
concerns related to ecological and social impacts of such destructive projects.
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yqgjh  ty fo| qr  ifj;k stuk  ij  i;k Zoj. k  dk; Zdrk Zvk s a  dk  d sUn z h;  i;k Zoj. k  e a= ky;  
dk s i=

ifj;k stuk dh { kerk cnyuk dk sb Z  gy ugh a

fge/kjk i;kZoj.k v/;;u ,oa fØ;k lewg us lryqt cpkvks tu la?k"kZ  lfefr ds lnL;ksa  ds lkFk 
feydj 775 eSok yqgjh ty fo|qr ifj;kstuk esa euekuh <ax ls {kerk esa deh fd, tkus ls lacaf/kr 
dbZ xaHkhj eqís mBkrs gq, dsUnzh; i;kZoj.k ea=ky; dks Kkiu Hkstk gSA

i;kZoj.k ea=ky; dh fjoj oSyh ifj;kstukvksa ds fy, xfBr ,sDliVZ vizkbt+y dfefV us ,ltsoh,u,y 
dks funsZ'k fn, Fks fd yqgjh cka/k ls unh esa vkSj vf/kd i;kZoj.kkh; cgko NksM+s tkus ds mís'; ls]  
,ltsoh,u,y bl ifj;kstuk dh {kerk dks 775 eSo ls ?kVkdj 600 eSok dj nsA blds ifj.kkeLo:i] 
ifj;kstuk esa cukbZ tkus okyh lqjax dk jkLrk Hkh cnyk tk,xkA

[kcjksa esa ;g Hkh i<+us dks feyk gS fd lhbZ, ds lkFk 3 tuokjh 2013 dks dh xbZ cSBd esa fu.kZ; fy;k 
x;k fd ifj;kstuk ds] 9&9 ehVj dh nks lqjax okys fMt+kbu dks cny dj] 10-5 ehVj pkSM+h ,d lqjax 
okyk cuk;k tk,xkA

i;kZoj.k dk;ZdrkZvksa dk dguk gS fd blesa [kq'k gksus okyh dksbZ ckr ugha gSA **ifj;kstuk ds fMt+kbu 
dks  euekus  <ax ls cnyk x;k gS**]  fge/kjk dh fuf/k vxzoky dk dguk gSA t;arh uVjktu dks  
fy[ks ,d Kkiu esa i;kZoj.k lewgksa us dgk gS] **ifj;kstuk ds vkdkj ;k {kerk esa dksbZ Hkh cnyko djus 
dk eryc gS fd ifj;kstuk dks i;kZoj.k Lohd`fr ds fy, fQj ls vkosnu djuk gksxk vkSj fQj ls 
i;kZoj.k izHkko vkadyu djokuk gksxk & ;g bZvkbZ, vf/klwpuk 2006 esa Li"V dgk x;k gS**] mUgksaus 
tksM+kA

Kkiu esa ;g Hkh dgk x;k gS fd ifj;kstuk dh {kerk ?kVk nsus ls lqjax dh 38 fd-eh- yackbZ ls tqM+s 
eqís lacksf/kr ugha gksrs] ftlds dkj.k yxHkx 50 fd-eh- unh ds cgko esa #dkoV iSnk gksxhA blds 
vfrfjDr] LFkkuh; yksx yxkrkj dgrs vk, gSa fd i;kZoj.k vkdyu fjiksVZ esa lqjax vkSj Vªkalfe'ku 
ykbu ds izHkkoksa dk vkdyu is'k ugha fd;k x;k gS] ftlds dkj.k 78 xkaoksa esa izHkko iM+saxs & vkSj bl 
laca/k esa vHkh Hkh dksbZ lquokbZ ugha gqbZ gSA

lryqt cpkvks tu la?k"kZ lfefr ds Jh-usd jke 'kekZ dk dguk gS] **vxj mUgsa i;kZoj.k dh bruh gh 
fpark gS vkSj blds fy, os i;kZoj.kh; cgko c<+k jgs gSa] rks mUgsa igys lryqt ij izLrkfor ;k cukbZ 
xbZ 30 fo|qr ifj;kstukvksa ds ladfyr izHkkoksa dk vkdyu djuk pkfg,A ;fn fgekpy ljdkj us vkbZ-
lh-,Q-vkj-vkbZ nsgjknwu dks lryqt ij izLrkfor ;k cukbZ xbZ ifj;kstukvksa ds ladfyr izHkko vkadyu 
djus dks dgk gS] rks mldh fjiksVZ vkus rd fdlh Hkh ubZ ifj;kstuk dks eatwjh ughs nh tkuh pkfg,A**

mUgksaus ;g Hkh dgk fd ifj;kstuk dks izFke pj.k dh ou Lohd`fr ns dj i;kZoj.k ea=ky; vius gh 
cuk, fu;eksa dk mYya?ku fd;k gS & ftlesa mUgksaus dgk Fkk fd] ou vf/kdkj vf/kfu;e 2006 ds 



varxZr] xzke lHkk dh Lohd`fr vkSj muds vf/kdkjksa dh canksclrh ds fcuk dksbZ Hkh ou Hkwfe gLrkarfjr 
ugha dh tk,xhA ;g lHkh eqís vkil esa tqM+s gSa vkSj bUgsa lkFk esa ns[kuk t+:jh gSA dsoy ifj;kstuk dh 
{kerk dks 775 eSok ls ?kVkdj 600 eSok dj nsus ls mlls tqM+s ikfjfLFkfrdh; vkSj lkekftd izHkko de 
ugha gks tkrsA
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usd jke 'kekZ] lryqt cpkvks tu la?k"kZ lfefr

fuf/k vxzoky] fge/kjkA


