Annexure 4

Seepage in Chamera project tunnel causes fear among villagers 
Balkrishan Prashar 
Chamba, April 17
Apprehension prevails among residents of an outlying Mokhar village about the imminent danger of soil erosion to their village and the cultivable land beneath the hillside as a sequel to the reported seepage in the headrace tunnel of the 231-MW Chamera hydroelectric project, stage III, recently, according to reports coming into the district headquarters town of Chamba. 

The reports said the leakage in the 16-km-long headrace tunnel of the project occurred because of the concrete-lined tunnel being fully charged for the purpose of testing the generating units of the project.

Since the Chamera project is under construction on the Ravi in Chamba district and is nowadays gearing up for its final stage of commissioning, the task of testing its three generating units has been undertaken since November last year. But abruptly the seepage in the tunnel appeared above the hillside of Mokhar village on Monday, thereby, causing imminent threat to soil erosion in the area.

The project authorities were taking stock of the situation and assessing the damages caused due to the seepage. General Manager of the project AK Malhotra said civil works on the project had been executed by Hindustan Construction Company.

On the other hand, Deputy Commissioner Sharabh Negi has directed SDM Rohit Rathour to rush to the incident site. After inspecting the affected site, the SDM said the substantial amount of the loose strata had washed off from the hill slope as a result of the water leakage and it had also washed away certain livestock.

However, a committee headed by the Tehsildar, Chamba, has been constituted by the DC. 

The committee will comprise officials of the district administration, Chamera project management, subject specialists and representatives of the local populace, the SDM said, adding that after the submission of the report the state government would take necessary steps. 
