Him Dhara Environment Research and Action Collective,
Village Kandwari, P.O. Kamlehar,

Tehsil Palampur, District Kangra,

Himachal Pradesh. 176061

website: www.himdhara.org

email: info@himdhara.org

To

Smt. Jayanti Natarajan 12
November, 2012

Union Minister of Environment and Forests

Paryavaran Bhavan

CGO Complex

New Delhi.

SUB: REGARDING VIOLATION OF FRA IN GRANT OF FOREST CLEARANCE TO 180 MW
BAJOLI- HOLI HYDRO-ELECTRICITY PROJECT IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dear Madam

We, the members of Himdhara Environment Research and Action Collective, would like to register
our serious objections to the gross violation of Schedule Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA, 2006) and MoEF's own circular of 3™
August, 2009 by grant of Stage II Forest Clearance for the 180 MW Bajoli-Holi Hydroelectricity
Project in the Bharmour sub-division of the Chamba District, Himachal Pradesh. The people of this
mountainous area are heavily dependent upon local forests, agriculture and natural water springs for
survival in the harsh terrain. The residents of the Nayagram Gram Panchayat have been opposing
the project due to the shifting of the alignment of the head race tunnel (HRT) and the power house
for the project from the uninhabited right bank of the Ravi river to the left bank of the river. People
belonging to five gram Panchayats live on the left bank in the project affected area. All their
agricultural and horticultural lands, natural water sources and dense forests are situated along this
left bank of the river while right bank mostly comprises of barren rocks and grasslands. In this
context we would like to submit the following:

1. GMR, the project proponent, decided to shift the alignment of the HRT and the power house
for the project from the right bank of the river to the left bank without any geological or
scientific basis. It cited the reason that project design along the right bank was geologically
unviable and presented distorted facts before the public during the Environment public
hearing and also while obtaining no objections of some of the Gram Sabhas to be affected
by the project.

2. The claims of the company regarding unviability of the right bank alignment of the HRT and
the power house are invalidated in the light of a letter issued by Himachal Pradesh State
Electricity Board Limited (HPSEBL) to the Deputy Commissioner, Chamba District
(appended herewith as Annexure 1). HPSEBL is the agency of the state government that had
conducted the original pre-feasibility study and survey for the project, on the basis of which
the bids for the project had been finalised. The letter clearly states that the right bank design
for the HRT and the Power House has been finalised on the basis of surveys conducted by
The Survey of India. Thus, there is no substance to the contention of the project proponent
that the right bank design is technically unviable. HPSEBL has cited many reasons for
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preferring the alignment of the project along the right bank of the river:

i. Much lesser need for rehabilitation and mininum disturbance to local people living in
area surrounding the project

ii. Drying up of subsurface water sources, lakes and ponds especially since most of the
population and their cultivated lands are on the left bank

iii. Risk to Sara Dal, a religious lake esteemed by the local people

iv. The left bank of the rive is geologically more disturbed with several ancient landslide
scars being visible

. The Environment Clearance for the project was granted by the MoEF on 24" January, 2011.
This clearance was granted despite the fact that there is almost no free flow of the river
between the project in question and the Kuther HEP downstream, in contravention to the
norms generally applied by the EAC while clearing projects.

. The Stage I Forest Clearance for the project was granted on 8" July, 2011. Among the
conditions that were to be fulfilled before the grant of Stage II Forest Clearance were:

i. Carrying out of Cumulative Environment Impact Assessment of all the hydroelectricity
projects on the Ravi river basin by the state government.

ii. The user agency to obtain clearance under FRA, 2006 before the final approval and all
certificates to be submitted as per the MoEF Advisory of 3" August, 2009.

Some of the residents of the area moved the High Court of Himachal Pradesh challenging
the Environment Clearance and the Stage I Forest Clearance to the project. The matter is
under consideration at the High Court of Himachal Pradesh (CWP 2083/2012, Mangni Ram
and ors. vs. Union of India and ors.) and the MoEF is a party therein.

. MOEF has meanwhile granted stage II clearance to the project on 20" October, 2012 despite
the Gram Sabha of the Nayagram Gram Panchayat havig passed a resolution in opposition
to the project (appended herewith as Annexure 2). The process of settlement for rights under
the provisions of FRA has also not been completed in the area. The grant of Stage II
Clearance for the said project is in contravention of the conditions a,c,e and f mentioned in
the circular issued by the MoEF for the compliance of FRA on 3™ August, 2009.

. The grant of Stage II clearance is also violative of the condition No. 5 of the Stage I
Clearance regarding the Cumulative Environment Impact Assessment for the Ravi river to
be conducted before the final clearance. It is rather surprising that while the FAC has rightly
stalled several other projects for non-compliance of the August 2009 circular as well as for
the want of the CEIA studies (in case of Himachal Pradesh), why was this project
recommended for Stage 2 clearance?

We urge you to look into this matter on priority and revoke the Stage II clearance for the Bajoli-
Holi Hydroelectricity Project. We would be thankful to you if you direct the officials within the
MOoEF to institute systems for confirming whether all the necessary conditions have been fulfilled
before the grant of all clearances.

We are looking forward to point wise response from you on the above issues.

Yours sincerely,

S st .

Prakash Bhandari
Manshi Asher Rahul Saxena



Members of Himdhara Environment Research and Action Collective.

Annexure 1
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HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD ‘
“A STATE GOVT. UNDERTAKING”
No. HPSEBL-CE(I&P)DB-9-672011- 1% Y~ 99

To ‘
The Deputy Commissioner,
Distt. Chamba (H.P.).

Sub:- Assessment Note on location of Project Component of Right Bank
and left Bank.

Ref:- Your office letter No.RRO/CBA/Bajoli Holi HEP/2010-3975 dated l
18.8.2010.

Sir,

Please refer to your office letter under reference addsessed to the Chief

Engineer. (Projects-Cum-Arbitrator), HPSEBL, Shimla vide which comments on the
assessment note submitied by M/S GMR has been sought for. The requisite point
wisc reply is as under:- ‘

. QIntroduction 4 Agreed

1. O Introduction
2. 0 Bagkground -do-
3. 1Dam_ '

The Dam site has been finalized by HPSEB about + 800 m D/S of
contluence of Channi Nallah with river Ravi after series of vists by the Planning
Tngineers & Cieologist from Geological Survey of India as well as after conducting
detaited ficld Investigations of the site,

3.2 " POWER HOUSE

. ; 2
The location of Power House was finalized: after numerous Joint visit
of Project sites conducted by the team of Planning, Design & Fieid units alongwith
(reologist from Geological Survey of India. A pit fype Power House was
recommended on the right bank by the Geological Survev of India as per their
mspection note attached Annex-1

HI'SEB has carried out exploratory drilling by driving 3 Nos drill holes
at the prosed Power House site and the resuts of which has been appended in the

~ DPR's (chapter No-V1] Page 42 te 47). The lag sheets of which clearty shows the

presence of hard and compact Moderately Jointed Phyllite with low permeability
value, trom EL + 1712.559 m to 1700.559 m. Also the |.-section developed through
the Poswer House, as per the Survey supplied by the ficld units reveals a cut of 62.20m
ie. from EE 1758 m 1o EL 1695.80 m instead of 205 m as pointed oui by the IPP.
There 1s no need of shatting of Power Honse towardy the hill side as pointed out by the
LA
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33 HEAD RACE TUNNEL

- The Hf,'[of the project has been proposed on the right bank to carry
77.80 cumess of water through a 5.6 mir dia, 14.10 KM long modified horse shoe rvpe
tunnel.

The rock cover was also taken carc while finalising the tunncl
alignment in consultation with design Engincers & Geologist from G.S.I. The rock
cover is not based on the version of the IPP. Based on the Drg of HRT Plan & section
(Drg. No. PR-10) annexed in DPR Vol-I the rock cover is as under:-

RD COVER ADD.
0 224 mtr.
970 224 mtr,
1140 ‘ 324 mtr.
1710 ‘ 524 mtr.
2290 ﬂ 924 mtr.
2726 . 64 mr.
3140 ' 324 mt
4000 624 m
4710 ' 474 mtr.
5460 174 mir.
5940 5 724 mir,
£342 724 mtr,

. 6742 ‘ 824 mir.
7028 024 mitr.
7285 _ 424 mtr.
7628 . 624 mtr.
8056 824 mir,
8542 : 1074 mitr.
8970 1024 mir.
9342 1224 mtr.
9713 1224 ma,
9999 1023 mtr.
10342 724 mir,
10570 424 mrr
10828 : 324 mir.
10998 2324 mir,
11428 ' 224 mir.
11827 324 mtr,
12113 5§24 mir.
12513 574 mtr.
12913 324 mir.
13142 174 mtr.
13427 124 mir,

14100 74 mitr.
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However in case of HRT having very high covers, the tunncl alignment may
be shifted as per the suitability in Technical Design considération.
32  WORKING FACILITIES. v

Like all the working faciliticy Crushing Plants, Batching Plants, storages,
Muck dumping area etc are proposed to be located on left bank by HPSEB Ltd.

4.00 DETAILED STUDIES OF THE PROJECT LAYOUT ON BOTH THE
BANK

The HPSEB has conceived the Project on the right bank duc to the
following reasons

- Minimum disturbance to the local people living in the surrounding areas of the
project.

- To minimize the risk of drying of subsurface face water sources, local lakes
and Ponds etc. by driving HRT on the left bank, as most of the population and
their cultivated land is on the left bank. ‘

- Sara Dal(Lake) is the religious p?és like Mani Mahesh. Dal is attached
deeply with the religious sentiments of the people bf surrounding areas and
thus no risk can be taken to harm the Dal,

= The left bank of the river appears more disturbed. During 1998, heavy lands
slide occurred in Andhrala and Dayothal villages due to flood’s caressed by
glacial melting. Also as per GSI inspection Note submitted during may 2004,
the Andhrala village is simated on an ancient land slide zone.

The G.S.I. reports quoted under reference described the presence of several
ancient land slide scars in this area, '

It is also pertinent to mention here that the project was allotted

. to the IPP through intemational competitive bidding by the H.P.Govt. with the project
proposal on the right bank, as per the pre-feasibility Teport of the project. (—’"‘—'

5 DETAILED ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT LAYOUT ON BOTH
BANKS .

The version of the [PP regarding Major draw bank for keeping
the Power House & HRT on Right bank as briefed is their letter and as per supplied
layout plan is not correct as the location of Power House and HRT on Right bank has
been finalised by the HPSER after detailed studics by the Planning & design
Engineers in consultation with Geologist from G.S.1 Further it is pertinent to mention
here that although the length of Roads and nos of bridges on the right bank proposal
are more but simultancously the

Cont,-4,




dtn

-4~

length of HRT and const. adits is comparatively less which is added advantage since
const. of HRT and adits is higher being underground and hazardous Job as compare to
that of road and bridges. Besides, the involvement of cultivated land required on right
bank is very less as compared to left bank. Morcover, re-habitation on the lefi bank is
much more than that on the right bank which it seif is problematic during const. stage
as various problems like drving up of water sources ete. will crop-up which will be
very difficult to mitigate. ‘ B

6.0 CONCERN OF VILLAGERS

The proposal of Right bank has been finalised by the HPSEBL keeping
in view the concern of villagers as briefed in Para-4 above.

7.00 CONCLUSION

In view of above stated facts HPSEBL. has considercd right bank of the
river Ravi best suited for construction of the project taking into consideration of ail
the aspects necessitated for econordical and social consideration.” As such there scems Ehat
no aspects substantiated to shift the project to left bank as proposed by the IPP by
quoting various self vested reasons/grounds please, '

Youys faithfully,

L
K,*hi f Engineer(1&P)
0 SEB L., Sundernagar.
( J® |

Copy forwarded for'information please:-

1. The Sr. P.S. to Director (Projects), HPSEBL, Shimla-4 for kind
appraisal of worthy Director (Projects),

2. The Chief Engincer(RCA), HPSEBL, Shimla-4 w.rito his office
letter  No, HPSE /CE(PCA)  PSP-Misc/10-3435-36  dated
24.8.2010. :

3. The Superintending Engincer, Planning C'ircle No.-I, HPSEBL,

Sundermnagar. {/ .
_ & y/ci ‘Engineer(1&D)
Jj ~EB L. Sundernagar.
; "?; ' : YR T s
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